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The Child of the Promise
Galatians 4:12-31

Blackhawk Church 2021

The Letter So Far
Gal 1:11-2:14
•

Paul’s gospel is superior. It is directly received from Jesus Christ.

•

It’s not connected to Jerusalem. But Jerusalem confirmed it.

•

“Those guys” get their authority from the Jerusalem leaders.

•

The Jerusalem leaders are hypocrites who are teaching things they know are wrong.

Gal 2:15-21
•

Why follow the Torah, if it can’t fix what’s wrong with us and the world?

•

Only being united with Jesus can make us right (justify).
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The Letter So Far
Gal 3:1-18
•

Abraham was defined by his faith in God’s plan to make a multicultural kingdom.

•

Those who share this faith are the true children of Abraham.

•

The Torah comes with a curse, the curse of exile.

•

Jesus, as the faithful Jewish Messiah, lived out the mission of Israel and bore the curse on the cross. As the
new Israel. He’s the “one seed” of Abraham, through whom we become children of Abraham and receive the
blessing of Abraham, the Holy Spirit.

Gal 3:19-4:11
•

The Torah was given because of “transgressions” (unclear in Galatians).

•

Torah served as a guardian for the Jews, much like elemental principles for the Gentiles.

•

The time of the Torah is over. God’s people have reached maturity in our union with Christ. The result is a
new people without group privileges adopted as sons and daughters.
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Paul’s View of Baptism
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ.
3:26

Jordan river in the Jericho plains, near the Monastery
of John the Baptist. The Greek Orthodox Monastery of
John the Baptist commemorates the area where John
the Baptist is believed to have baptized Jesus
(Matthew 3:13; Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21-22; 4:1).
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Paul’s View of Baptism
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ.
3:26

• Rom 6:3–4 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.
• 1 Cor 12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to
drink.
• 1 Cor 10:1–2 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters,
that our ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.
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Jordan river in the Jericho plains, near the Monastery
of John the Baptist. The Greek Orthodox Monastery of
John the Baptist commemorates the area where John
the Baptist is believed to have baptized Jesus
(Matthew 3:13; Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21-22; 4:1).

Other NT Views of Baptism
• Matt. 3:11““I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes
one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
• John 1:24-25 Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why
then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
• 1Pet. 3:20–21 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few
people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes
baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but
the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,
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Jordan river in the Jericho plains, near the Monastery
of John the Baptist. The Greek Orthodox Monastery of
John the Baptist commemorates the area where John
the Baptist is believed to have baptized Jesus
(Matthew 3:13; Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21-22; 4:1).

“Baptism” in the Old Testament
• Genesis 1:1-2 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
• 1:6-8 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate
water from water.” So God made the vault and separated the water under
the vault from the water above it. And it was so. God called the vault “sky.”
And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.
• 1:9-10 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one
place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. God called the dry ground
“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was
good.
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“Baptism” in the Old Testament
• Genesis 7:18-19 The waters rose and increased greatly on the

earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose
greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire
heavens were covered.
• 8:1 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the

livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over
the earth, and the waters receded.
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“Baptism” in the Old Testament
• Exodus 14:21-22 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all
that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it
into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the
sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.
• Isaiah 63:11-12 Then his people recalled the days of old, the days of
Moses and his people—where is he who brought them through the sea, with
the shepherd of his flock? Where is he who set his Holy Spirit among them,
who sent his glorious arm of power to be at Moses’ right hand, who divided
the waters before them, to gain for himself everlasting renown,
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The Red Sea.

“Baptism” in the Old Testament
Joshua 3:14

So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests
carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at
flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark
reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water
from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away,
at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing
down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut
off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried
the ark of the covenant of the LORD stopped in the middle of the Jordan and
stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had
completed the crossing on dry ground.
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Jordan river in the Jericho plains, near the
Monastery of John the Baptist. The Greek
Orthodox Monastery of John the Baptist
commemorates the area where John the Baptist
is believed to have baptized Jesus (Matthew
3:13; Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21-22; 4:1).

“Baptism” in the Old Testament
A Summary
In the Old Testament, there is a repeated literary motif of water split open
and dry ground appearing. This dry ground is essential for life.
• Creation: God conquers the forces of chaos to produce space for human
life.
• Flood: God destroys human sin to create moral space for human
society.
• Exodus: God destroys of the forces of oppression to bring freedom for
his people.
• Joshua: God brings his people into the land of his promise, the first step
in the creation of a new nation.
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Jordan river in the Jericho plains, near the
Monastery of John the Baptist. The Greek
Orthodox Monastery of John the Baptist
commemorates the area where John the Baptist
is believed to have baptized Jesus (Matthew
3:13; Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21-22; 4:1).

Galatians 4:12-16
12

I plead with you, brothers and sisters, become like me,
for I became like you. You did me no wrong. 13 As you
know, it was because of an illness that I first preached
the gospel to you, 14 and even though my illness was a
trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn.
Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God,
as if I were Christ Jesus himself. 15 Where, then, is your
blessing of me now? I can testify that, if you could have
done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given
them to me. 16 Have I now become your enemy by telling
you the truth?
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Galatians 4:17-20
Those people are zealous to win you over, but
for no good. What they want is to alienate you
from us, so that you may have zeal for them. 18 It
is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is
good, and to be so always, not just when I am
with you. 19 My dear children, for whom I am
again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is
formed in you, 20 how I wish I could be with you
now and change my tone, because I am
perplexed about you!
17

3/10/21 (15)

Galatians: The Letter that Saved the Church

Sarah and Hagar
Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are
you not aware of what the law says? 22 For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the
slave woman and the other by the free woman. 23
His son by the slave woman was born according
to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was
born as the result of a divine promise.
21
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Story of Sarah and Hagar (Gen 16)
Sarah andThe
Hagar
1

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But
she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to
21 Tell
Abram,
kept
having
children.
me,“The
youLORD
who has
want
to me
be from
under
the law,
are Go,
my of
slave;
perhaps
I can
build 22
a family
For it through
is
yousleep
not with
aware
what
the law
says?
her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai said.
written
that Abram
Abraham
had two
one ten
by the
3 So after
had been
livingsons,
in Canaan
years, Sarai
23
slave
woman
the other
by Hagar
the free
his wife
took and
her Egyptian
slave
andwoman.
gave her to her
4 He slept with Hagar, and she
beslave
his wife.
Hishusband
son by tothe
woman
was born according
conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began
to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was
to despise her mistress.
born
as the
result
of Abram,
a divine
promise.
5 Then
Sarai
said to
“You
are responsible for the
wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now
that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the
LORD judge between you and me.”
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James Tissot (French painter, 1836-1902),
"Hagar and the Angel in the Desert" (18961900), watercolor on paper, The Jewish
Museum at New York

Story of Sarah and Hagar (Gen 16)
Sarah andThe
Hagar
6

“Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her
whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so
she fled
21 Tell
me,from
youher.
who want to be under the law, are
7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the
22 For it is
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“I will
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much that they will be too
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as theyour
result
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numerous to count.” …
15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name
Ishmael to the son she had borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six
years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.
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James Tissot (French painter, 1836-1902),
"Hagar and the Angel in the Desert" (18961900), watercolor on paper, The Jewish
Museum at New York

The Hagar
Story of Sarah and Hagar (Gen 17:15-21)
Sarah and
God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no
longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her
will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she
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the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation.
21 But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will
bear to you by this time next year.”
15
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James Tissot (French painter, 1836-1902),
"Hagar and the Angel in the Desert" (18961900), watercolor on paper, The Jewish
Museum at New York

TheHagar
Story of Sarah and Hagar (Gen 21:1-21)
Sarah and
1

Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said,
and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. 2
21 Sarah
became
pregnant
a son
Abraham
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you who
want and
to bebore
under
thetolaw,
are in
3
hisnot
oldaware
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verythe
time
God
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Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore
written 4that Abraham had two sons, one by the
him. When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham
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circumcised him, as God commanded him. Abraham
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6 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and
born
as the result of a divine promise.
everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” 7
And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that
Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son
in his old age.”
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James Tissot (French painter, 1836-1902),
"Hagar and the Angel in the Desert" (18961900), watercolor on paper, The Jewish
Museum at New York

TheHagar
Story of Sarah and Hagar (Gen 21:1-21)
Sarah and
8

The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac
was weaned Abraham held a great feast. 9 But Sarah
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Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. 13 I will make
the son of the slave into a nation also, because he is
your offspring.”
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James Tissot (French painter, 1836-1902),
"Hagar and the Angel in the Desert" (18961900), watercolor on paper, The Jewish
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Sarah and Hagar
Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are
you not aware of what the law says? 22 For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave
woman and the other by the free woman. 23 His son
by the slave woman was born according to the flesh,
but his son by the free woman was born as the result
of a divine promise.
21
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Sarah and Hagar
Hagar

Tell me, you who want to be under the
law, are you not aware of what the law
says? 22 For it is written that Abraham
had two sons, one by the slave woman
and the other by the free woman. 23 His
son by the slave woman was born
according to the flesh, but his son by the
free woman was born as the result of a
divine promise.
21
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Sarah and Hagar
24

These things are being taken figuratively: The
women represent two covenants. One covenant
is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are
to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar stands
for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the
present city of Jerusalem, because she is in
slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem
that is above is free, and she is our mother. 27
For it is written: “Be glad, barren woman, you
who never bore a child; shout for joy and cry
aloud, you who were never in labor; because
more are the children of the desolate
woman than of her who has a husband.”
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Sarah and Hagar
28

Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are
children of promise. 29 At that time the son born
according to the flesh persecuted the son born
by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30
But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the
slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s
son will never share in the inheritance with the
free woman’s son.” 31 Therefore, brothers and
sisters, we are not children of the slave woman,
but of the free woman.
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Sarah and Hagar
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is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are
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The Jerusalem Above
Sarah
and
Hagar
You have given command to build a temple on your holy
8

mountain, and an altar in the city of your habitation, a copy
Hagar
These
arethat
being
figuratively:
The
of thethings
holy tent
youtaken
prepared
from the beginning
Slave Woman
(Wisdom
of Solomon
9:8)
women
represent
two covenants.
One covenant
24

Sarah
Free Woman

Flesh
Divine Promise
is from
Mount Sinai and bears children who are
3 This building now built in your midst is not that which is
Mosaic Covenant
Abrahamic Covenant
to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar stands
revealed with Me, that which prepared beforehand here
Mount
Jerusalem above
for Mount
Sinai
in when
Arabia
andcounsel
corresponds
to Paradise,
the
from the
time
I took
to make
and Sinai (Arabia)
present
city ofAdam
Jerusalem,
because
shewhen
is in he transgressed
Married Woman
Barren Woman
showed
before he
sinned, but
26 But
thewith
commandment
it was
removed
from him, as also
slavery
her children.
the Jerusalem
4 And after these things I showed it to My servant
that isParadise.
above is free,
and she is our mother. 27
Aerial view of the Old city and the Temple Mount from the
Abraham by night among the portions of the victims. 5 And
west. The western wall of the Temple Mount (also known
For it again
is written:
“Be
glad,
barren
woman,
you
also I showed it to Moses on Mount Sinai when I
as the Wailing Wall) can be seen in the center of the
who never
bore
a
child;
shout
for
joy
and
cry
photograph.
showed to the likeness of the tabernacle and all its vessels.
aloud,6 And
you now,
who behold,
were never
in labor; because
it is preserved
with Me, as Paradise. 7
andof
dothe
as desolate
I command you.’] (2 Baruch 4:3-7)
more Go,
are therefore,
the children
woman than of her who has a husband.”
3/10/21 (27)

Galatians: The Letter that Saved the Church

Sarah and HagarThe Jerusalem Above
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Paul’s Understanding of Covenants
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A Conversation (Gal. 4:12-4:31)
Paul: Look, being united with Christ means we’re
one family. You took care of me when I got
sick. I am now going take care of you. I am
going to suffer (like a mother giving birth) until
you guys figure this out.
Those guys are trying to break up the family.
They’re all gung-ho about this Torah thing but
they don’t care what it’s doing to us as a
community. But if you want do the Torah, let’s
read the Torah:
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A Conversation (Gal. 4:12-4:31)
Paul: Who are the true children of Abraham?
Abraham had two wives: Sarah and Hagar.
Two sons: Ishmael and Isaac. Both were
fathered by Abraham; both were circumcised.
Yet one is the true child, the other is not.
So, what’s the difference between the two?
• Promise vs. human effort
• Freedom vs. slavery
• The barren one vs. the fertile one.
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A Conversation (Gal. 5:1-12)
Galatians: OK, but what’s the big deal, Paul? Why are you getting
so upset? What’s wrong with a little circumcision? What’s
wrong with observing Sabbath? No harm no foul, right?
Paul: Jesus the Messiah has ushered in this new age of freedom
and Spirit. Circumcision is not just any ol’ thing; it signals your
desire to return to the guardianship of the Torah. This is not
simply adding one little thing to the gospel, this is a rejection of
the grace of Jesus Christ. Indeed, the nature of grace is such
that when you add anything to grace (creating new
requirements), you destroy grace. It becomes a different
gospel. These people who pervert the gospel should be
emasculated.
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